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Abstract:

There is now scientific consensus that climate change affects health through changing weather patterns (for example, more intense and frequent
extreme events) and indirectly through changes in water, air, food quality and quantity, ecosystems, agriculture, livelihoods and infrastructure. The
effects will be unevenly distributed, and the people at greatest risk include the poor, very young, elderly and/or ill. Climate change can also pose a
threat to health security. Failure to respond could be very costly in terms of disease, health care expenditure and lost productivity. This publication
intends to stimulate debate and support an active response by providing up-to-date information on the health effects, as well as practical guidance on
specific actions that decision-makers at different levels in health and other sectors can take now. As long as climate change is not too rapid or strong,
many of the health effects can be controlled by strengthening health systems. This can include strengthening preparedness, public health services
and health security, advocating action in other sectors to benefit health, better informing citizens and leading by example. Health systems need to
strengthen their capacity to assess potential climate-related health effects, to review their capacities to cope, and develop and implement adaptation
and mitigation strategies, and to strengthen a range of key areas of work — from disease surveillance and control to disaster risk reduction — that are
essential for rapid detection of and action against climate-related risks. -- Publisher's description.

Resource Description

Early Warning System: @

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other elements of climate change to prevent harm
to health

A focus of content
Exposure : B
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Unspecified Exposure
Geographic Feature: B
resource focuses on specific type of geography
None or Unspecified
Geographic Location: @
resource focuses on specific location
Non-United States
Non-United States: Europe
Health Co-Benefit/Co-Harm (Adaption/Mitigation): @
specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with greenhouse gases
A focus of content
Health Impact: B
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
General Health Impact
Intervention: @

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health
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A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation: B

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation, Mitigation

Population of Concern: A focus of content
Population of Concern: B

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Children, Elderly

Resource Type: B

format or standard characteristic of resource
Policy/Opinion, Review

Resilience: @

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to shifting climate impact circumstances while
continuing to function

A focus of content

Timescale: B

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/lmpact Assessment: B

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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